Severe generalized hyperkinesia to nicardipine SR therapy.
A patient who was taking nicardipine SR for angina management suffered two episodes of severe involuntary tonic and clonic muscular contractions, involving both upper extremities and torso without loss of consciousness. This tardive dyskinesia occurred in the absence of hypotension and cardiac rhythm disorder. Intravenous diazepam promptly controlled these symptoms. The precise etiology of the dyskinesia is not clear and its relation to nicardipine remains speculative as the patient refused rechallenge with the drug. Possible hypothesis for tardive dyskinesia and nicardipine are presented.